Retreat Schedule

Just a reminder—

through December 2023

We are pleased to fulfill your mass
intentions throughout the year.
Call our office: 952-447-2182

Step aside from all the challenges and uncertainties of this time for a weekend of spiritual
connection and renewal at Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in Prior Lake.

Retreat Calendar 2022
December 2–4
December 9–11

Serenity Retreat
Men's Weekend

Advent Days of Prayer 2022
November 30
December 7
December 14

Lenten Days of Prayer 2023

2023 Retreat Calendar

March 1
March 15

January 20–22
February 10–12
February 24–26
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 31–April 2
April 6–8
April 14–16
April 21–23
May 16–18
June 13–15
June 22–25
August 10–13
September 12–14
September 15–17
September 21–24
October 6–8
October 13–15
October 20–22
October 27–29
November 3–5
December 1–3
December 8–10

Women's Weekend
Married Couples
Women's Weekend
Lenten Day of Prayer
Lenten Day of Prayer
Lenten Day of Prayer
Lenten Day of Prayer
Women's Palm Sunday Retreat
Men's Holy Week
Married Couples Retreat
Women's Weekend
Women's Midweek
Women's Midweek
Men & Women Silent Retreat
Men & Women Silent Retreat
Women's Midweek
Hope United Grief Group
Men & Women Silent Retreat
Women's Weekend
Women's Weekend
Family Retreat
Friends of Francis
Women's Weekend
Serenity Retreat
Men's Retreat

We are pleased to fulfill your Mass intentions
throughout the year. Call 952-447-2182.

Call 952-447-2182
Online www.FranciscanRetreats.net/register
or
Complete Registration Form below

Name____________________________________________________

Telephone #___________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________________

State _____________

E-Mail__________________________________________________________

Payment Check #_____________

Credit Card: Visa Discover MasterCard # _________-_________-__________-________ Exp. Date _______ Sec. Code _________
Signature Approval ___________________________________________
Send to: Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center, 16385 Saint Francis Lane, Prior Lake, MN 55372-2220
*A non-refundable registration fee of $35.00 per person is required and must be received in order to reserve a room.
The suggested retreat offering of $190 ($265 for three-night retreats) can be paid while you are here on retreat.

269185_Newsletter_C.indd 1

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

If you bring a new retreatant (or a
retreatant that hasn’t been here in seven
years or more) to your retreat, you receive
$35 off your suggested retreat donation.

Retreat Dates ____________________________________________

Registration Fee $35.00*

16385 Saint Francis Lane
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372-2220
952.447.2182

Exact dates to be determined

Registration Form

Zip _______________- _________________

by Fr. Jim Kent, OFM Conv., Director

Advent Days of Prayer 2023

Register for Retreats

A spiritual oasis for people of all faiths seeking a deeper relationship with the Almighty.

Overwhelmed with Blessings and Gratitude

March 8
March 22

______________________________

Winter 2022/2023

From Chef Tim's Kitchen
Chef Tim’s No Bake Peanut Butter Pie

No Bake Peanut Butter Pie – this easy no bake pie recipe is all peanut butter with a no bake crust!
It’s so creamy and everyone loves it!

Ingredients

1 3.4 ounce box French Vanilla Instant Pudding (Can substitute vanilla or cheesecake instead)
1 1/2 cups milk (I used 2%)
1/2 cup creamy peanut butter
1 cup cool whip or homemade whipped cream
1 from scratch or store bought pie crust
2 cups whipped cream or 1 8 ounce cool whip
1/2 cup powder sugar
1/3 cup peanut butter

Perparation

Peanut Butter Pie Filling
•
Combine 1 3.4 ounce box of vanilla pudding, peanut butter, and milk. Use an electric mixer and mix together for 2 minutes until
smooth and creamy.
•
Next, gently fold in 1 cup of cool whip or homemade whipped cream until combined.
•
Pour filling into your graham cracker crust.
Pie Topping
•
Top pie filling with homemade whipped cream or cool whip.
•
In a small mixing bowl combine peanut butter and powdered sugar, and mix with an electric mixer until small crumbs form.
•
Add peanut butter crumbles on top of your pie as desired.
•
Cover with plastic wrap and place in the refrigerator for at least 4 hours before slicing and serving.

www.FranciscanRetreats.net

One of the joys I’ve had as a Franciscan was living
with Fr. Maurus Hauer. He ministered in New Mexico
until he was 92 years old, driving fifty miles on
Sunday to have Masses at two mission churches. But
the time had come, he told me, that he needed to stop
driving for his safety and that of others. He moved
from the Southwest US, where he had spent most of
his life as a priest, to Mount St. Francis and his home
state of Indiana.
He was an avid cribbage
player, enjoyed watching
baseball, and telling stories of
his years serving God’s people:
of baptizing 23 infants one
Sunday; of moving a church
Fr. Maurus on his
building from a decommission
100th birthday
air force base to a populated
location (with help from the prisoners in the county
jail); of wearing so many hats at the Catholic school—
catechism teacher, coach, janitor, bus driver—he was
affectionately known as “Sister Mo.” Fr. Maurus loved
serving the church in New Mexico, which he said
began with a bang. The very first night he was there
in 1945 the atomic bomb was tested just over the
mountain “and I slept right through it.”
Apart from his deep faith, one of the qualities he
exemplified in his final years was gratitude. He was
always so thankful. Once he told me he had had the
best sandwich for lunch he had ever had. Another
time he said he received the best haircut he had ever
had— And when someone is in their nineties that says
something! Fr. Mo often told and retold his story of
becoming a Franciscan, and each time he did so with
great wonder and verve. He still couldn’t get over the
fact he had such a remarkable life—all at the service
of God.
At this time of year as we prepare to pause to give
thanks, I often think about Fr. Maurus. Being grateful
for our blessings—however many or few—is a very

Christian and healthy thing to do.
To step back and ponder the gifts
we’ve been given, to offer thanks for
the people in our life that matter
to us the most, is appropriate and
deserved. Thanksgiving is a day of
giving thanks and accepting the
Fr. Jim Kent
gratitude of others. It is also a time
of expressing our gratitude to God.
As I look back over the last year, I am overcome
with thankfulness to all who donated to our campaign
for a new boiler. When we began the Rekindle the
Flame campaign, I had no idea how much we would
raise. I did know we needed heat for the winter and if
we didn’t raise enough funds, we would have to take
out a loan; there would be no other option. However,
from the very beginning and throughout the next
several months the generosity simply flowed.
We have now surpassed our $325,000 goal. Praise
God! And these donations came from many sources.
First and foremost, from people connected to
Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center. Donors
gave from a few dollars to tens-of-thousands. And so
many gave. St. Michael’s Parish in Prior Lake, with the
indispensable support of its pastor, Fr. Tom Walker,
was generous beyond measure. As was Pax Christi
Parish in Eden Prairie, which expressed their deep
gratitude to our own Fr. Steve McMichael who has
served that community through the decades. The
good will shown by multitudes is no doubt a tribute
to both the ministry given and the holy ground
Franciscan Retreats is for many.
While we all share in the bounty, we also then share
in the tahanksgiving for such blessings. We thank God
for nurturing our faith and allowing us to bow our
heads in prayer and raise our hands in praise. May
your Thanksgiving be filled with the overwhelming
gratitude Fr. Maurus felt and expressed throughout
his life. Happy Thanksgiving to all!
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Rekindle the Flame

Just around the Corner…
Serenity Retreat
For Those in Recovery From Addictions
December 2–4
Franciscan priest Matthew
Malek returns as the dynamic
presenter. Fr Matthew’s theme
this year is Apostles with a
Checkered Past: How we live
recovery and how we give it to
others.
Fr. Matthew is an Associate Licensed
Professional Clinical Counselor (LPCC), and
completed his graduate program at St. Mary’s
University School of Graduate Professional
Psychology in Minneapolis.

Advent Days of Prayer

A Flip of a Switch

"Exploring Advent: Message and Symbols"

Just a simple flip of a switch… such an easy
action marked the culmination of two years of
planning, researching, discussing, gathering
bids, sorting, deciding, calling, scheduling and
fundraising, putting an end to perhaps a decade of
concern and angst.
On the afternoon of Friday, September 30th,
Jeff, one of the talented team of pipefitters on site
this past summer casually flipped a switch to bring
our new heating system to life. All along the savings
of natural gas has been computed and worked into
buying decisions but the savings in electricity will
be huge too. New circulation pumps that run only
when needed replace our workhorse—old tech
circulation pumps which ran continuously from
October until May. And perhaps most of all, the
modern equipment will replace the near constant
winter concern of the Friars and staff over the 50
year old outgoing system, freeing up energy that
will be directed to making your retreat weekends
here fruitful, spirited and memorable.
Thank you for your support through all this. The
‘Rekindle the Flame’ boiler replacement campaign
is over—a spirited success! Should you desire to
continue supporting the retreat center as we move
ahead please consider joining the Apostle’s League
with ongoing quarterly support in the amount of
your choosing.
We are humbled and blessed.

Nov 30:
Preparation and Waiting
Dec 7:
Symbols of Advent
Dec 14:
The Nativity Scene
(attendees are invited to bring a figure from
their manger set to be blessed)
Schedule:
9:00 Arrival, coffee, tea
9:45 Welcome, Opening Prayer and Conference
10:30 Confessions and Spiritual Direction
11:30 Guided Prayer Experience
12:00 Brown-bag lunch
1:00 Advent Station of the Cross
1:45 Mass
2:30 Departure
Bring your own lunch. The suggested offering is
$20.00.

Flame Rekindled!
Through your heartwarming and generous
support, we are thrilled to announce our Rekindle
the Flame boiler project at Franciscan Retreats
and Spirituality Center, Prior Lake, MN, has
been a success. We recently surpassed our goal
of $325,000! The remediations, demolition,
and site preparation were done some months
ago, and recently the new boiler system was
installed, inspected, and is up and running. This
week the new water softener was installed, and
all is operating in fine fashion. Included in that
$325,000 goal was also a maintenance fund, and all
leftover monies will go to increase that fund and
help us into the future.
It took support for many entities and people for
this campaign to be a success. Here are the places
from which the donations came:
• Franciscan Retreats savings covered the down
payment to hire the primary contractor BSI
Mechanical and order the boiler

• Individual donations, from $20.00
to $40,000.00, generated the bulk of
contributions
• Two $25,000.00 grants, solicited by the
provincial office at Mount St. Francis, IN
• Local parishes, especially St. Michael’s in Prior
Lake and Pax Christi in Eden Prairie
• Local contractors like Buzzard’s Demolition who
provided services well below their normal rate
The Friars and staff of Franciscan Retreats
extend our most heartfelt thanks to the entire
community for supporting us with such an
urgent need. Such generous and energetic
support—and from so many sources—is very
affirming of what we do here to enhance
Christ’s presence and peace in the lives of God's
people. Thank you, again, and please stop by
sometime soon to enjoy the rekindled flame
and warm spirit.

Annual Christmas Appeal
December Men’s Retreat
December 9–11
Brother Ian Bremar returns to join Fr. Jim
Van Dorn and Retreat Center Director Fr. Jim
Kent to explore the theme: Belonging: Being
Seen, Heard, Valued
Conference titles:
1. Belonging: Seen, Heard, Valued
2. God: Source of All Belonging
3. Who is Family?
4. Universal Connection
Besides the four retreat conferences
(talks), experience the classic Catholic Men’s
Retreat elements of Guided Prayer, unhurried
Confession, Stations of the Cross, Holy Hour
of Adoration, optional ‘one on one’ Spiritual
Direction, Mass (with optional Anointing)
hiking, and rest. Enjoy a full weekend of Chef
Tim’s excellent ‘on site’ cooking, too.
Bring a first-timer (someone who has never
retreated here or not in the past seven years)
and reduce your suggested offering by $35.
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After all the excitement and calls
for support of the large Rekindle
the Flame heating system replacement
campaign during 2022, we are targeting a
modest Annual Christmas Appeal this year.
Our hope is to achieve $10,000 to invest
in two reliable lift chairs for our handicap
rooms and more inviting and functional
furniture for our library.
Whereas the results of our heating system
replacement project are largely tucked out of sight,
in the boiler room, the items mentioned here are
all in plain view of every visitor. Your support in
in brightening up these areas directly impacts the
impression retreatants (old and new) leave with
as they tell others about their experience here. To
donate to the Annual Christmas Appeal please use
the enclosed envelope to mail us a check, call the
office with a credit card number (952-447-2182)
or click the donation button on our home page at
www.franciscanretreats.net.
Thank you for your interest and consideration
of this request!

FRANCISCAN RETREATS AND SPIRITUALITY CENTER

Tenth Anniversaries
Three employees recently celebrated their 10th
anniversary of working at Franciscan Retreats:
Bob Beck, Jennifer Williams, and Brittany Huebl.
Thanks to them for making the retreat center what
it is for so many.

Retreat Presenter Michael Blastic, ofm, a brother of
Holy Name Province in New York catches up with Poor
Clare Sister Caroline at the recent Friends of Francis
weekend retreat

Franciscans Fr. Jim Van Dorn, Fr. Jim Kent and Fr. Steve McMichael admire the new boiler and water softener.
Kathy, our Business Manager looks on as our technician
(Jeff) points out the three separate burners that
modulate flames based on the outside air temperature
to conserve energy and reduce the production of
greenhouse gases.

November is a wonderful month to
remember a loved one with a mass
intention. Franciscan Retreats and
Spirituality Center is currently accepting
such intentions for the deceased, and
the living, for any needs they might have.
To make your Mass request call us at
952-447-2182.
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