Retreat Schedule

Just a reminder—

through December 2022

We are pleased to fulfill your mass
intentions throughout the year.
Call our office: 952-447-2182

Step aside from all the challenges and uncertainties of this time for a weekend of spiritual
connection and renewal at Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in Prior Lake.

Retreat calendar for the theme:
Hope Rising–Revisioning our Dream
August of 2021 through July 2022
August 12 - 15
September 14 - 16
September 17 - 19
September 23 - 26
October 1 - 3
October 8 - 10
October 22 - 24
October 29 - 31
November 5 - 7
December 3 - 5
December 10 - 12
January 14–16
January 21–23
February 11–13
February 25–27
April 1–3
April 8–10
April 14–16
April 22–24
June 23–26

Extended Silent Retreat
Women's Midweek
HUGG (Grief Retreat)
Men & Women Silent Retreat
Women's Weekend
Women's Weekend
Men's Silent Retreat
Friends of Francis
Women's Weekend
Serenity Retreat
Men's Weekend
Women's Weekend
Women's Weekend
Married Couples
Women's Weekend
Married Couples
Women's Palm Sunday Retreat
Men's Holy Week
Women's Weekend
Men & Women Silent Retreat

Midweek Retreats

September 14 - 16
October 5 - 7
May 10–12
June 14–16

by Fr. Jim Kent, OFM Conv., Director

Women's Midweek
Women's Midweek
Women's Midweek
Women's Midweek

16385 Saint Francis Lane
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372-2220
952.447.2182

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Lenten Day of Prayer
March 9
March 23
March 16
March 30
We are pleased to fulfill your Mass intentions
throughout the year. Call 952-447-2182.

Register for Retreats

______________________________

Call 952-447-2182
Online www.FranciscanRetreats.net/register
or

Registration Form
Retreat Dates ____________________________________________
Name____________________________________________________

Telephone #___________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________________

State _____________

E-Mail__________________________________________________________

Registration Fee $35.00*

A spiritual oasis for people of all faiths seeking a deeper relationship with the Almighty.

Constancy Amid Uncertainty

Complete Registration Form below

Zip _______________-__________________

Spring /2022

Payment Check #_____________

Credit Card: Visa Discover MasterCard # _________-_________-__________-________ Exp. Date _______ Sec. Code _________
Signature Approval ___________________________________________
Send to: Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center, 16385 Saint Francis Lane, Prior Lake, MN 55372-2220
*A non-refundable registration fee of $35.00 per person is required and must be received in order to reserve a room.
The suggested retreat offering of $190 ($250 for three-night retreats) can be paid while you are here on retreat.

Back by Popular Demand
Brother Bob's White Chili

Directions

Ingredients
1 pound large white beans*
6 cups chicken stock
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 medium onions, chopped
1 tablespoon oil
2, 4-ounce cans mild green chilies, chopped
2 teaspoons ground cumin
1 ½ teaspoons oregano
¼ teaspoon ground cloves
¼ teaspoon cayenne pepper
4 cups diced cooked chicken breast
3 cups grated Monterey Jack cheese
Salsa & Sour cream
*(You may substitute 2, 12 oz. cans of white
beans — Navy, Great Northern or Cannellini
beans. If using canned beans, make sure that
you drain and rinse them before adding them
to the chicken stock.)

Step 1 If using dried beans:
Combine beans, chicken stock,
garlic and half the onions in a
large soup pot.
Bring to a boil. Reduce heat,
simmer until beans are soft
(2 hours or more), adding
more chicken stock if
necessary. Proceed to Step 2.
Step 1 If using canned beans:
Drain and rinse the canned beans; combine beans, chicken stock,
garlic, and half the onions in a large soup pot. Bring to a simmer for
about ½ hour.
Step 2: In a skillet, saute remaining onions in oil until tender. Add
chilies and seasonings and mix thoroughly. Add to bean mixture.
Add chicken and simmer 1 hour or more.
Serve in individual bowls, topped with grated cheese, salsa and sour
cream, or just have the grated cheese, sour cream and salsa available
for people to add according to their individual taste or preference.
Serves 4-6 people — it depends how large of soup bowls you use.

www.FranciscanRetreats.net

I was recently talking to my brother who last fall
moved to Oklahoma City, and he said the weather
there constantly changes. It was 60 degrees one day
and 35 the next. I told him it was 30 here on Monday
but a high of zero on Wednesday. There’s an adage
that says: If you don’t like the weather, don’t worry,
it will change! And I suspect that’s true in many
places. We can always count on the weather but not
on what it will bring.
There are many things in our life that cause
uncertainty. When COVID-19 first appeared
across the land I thought it would be gone by that
summer…fall…certainly by 2021. But here we are,
susceptible to all its variants and the havoc it bears.
It reminds me of those who have prayed through
the ages: When or Lord? When? Or as the prophet
Habakkuk wrote: How long, O LORD, must I cry
for help? [Hk 1:2] There are many who have prayed
those words while battling cancer, addiction,
depression, and all sorts of ailments. Sometimes
change can overwhelm us and other times it can’t
come fast enough.
Through all sorts of weather and even the
pandemic, we have tried to keep Franciscan
Retreats and Spirituality Center as a refuge to all
life throws at us. We have made it hygienic as we
can and also a sacred place of comfort and hope. We
endure the inconvenience of masking to provide

a safer environment. Our air
purifiers help clean the air, and
we take other precautions to
enable people to come and enjoy
the peace of mind of a retreat.
We cannot eliminate all the
uncertainties of the day but do
Fr. Jim Kent
what we can to minimize them.
One of the elements we can cling to in the swirl of
an uncertain world is the Word of God. Throughout
2022 the Gospel of Luke is proclaimed on Sundays,
particularly in Ordinary Time. We also hear a set
cycle of readings in Lent. This allows us the stability
to be nourished by God’s word no matter the
fickleness and vicissitudes around us. It helps us
examine our life and draws us to things that are
above and beyond and yet close enough to have
brought balm to people throughout the millennia.
The Word becomes a certainty to which we can cling
amid the tumult. It leads us to the person of Jesus
Christ and an invitation to deepen our relationship
through his journey to Jerusalem and in our journey
with him.
For all the uncertainties, the highs and lows, it
is His death and resurrection that puts our life in
perspective and provides a path forward. No matter
the gloom or headwinds or temperature, we look to
the Son to light our way and to accompany us home.

FRANCISCAN RETREATS AND SPIRITUALITY CENTER

Days of Prayer: Joy in the Desert
Our four Lenten Days of Prayer will focus
on the life a desert experience can yield in
one’s faith. While the desert can be barren
it is also full of flora and fauna. It’s the place
the Israelites came to develop a deeper
relationship with God following their escape
from Egypt. It’s where John baptized, and
Jesus went for forty days and nights prior to
his public ministry.
These days include:
March 9 – Entering and Emptying
March 16 – Come Back to Me

Men’s Holy Week Retreat
What better way to prepare for Easter than to
take part in our Holy Week Retreat! Beginning
Holy Thursday evening and ending Holy Saturday
morning, this enables retreatants to share in both
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper and the Celebration
of the Lord’s Passion. Experience these high holy
days and enter more deeply into your faith as a
husband and father or discerning Christian. There
will be times of silence, opportunities for spiritual
direction, conferences focused on the hope,
powerful liturgies, and time to take in the holy
ground that is Franciscan Retreats. This will prepare
you to return home and celebrate Easter like none
other. Register today!

Franciscan International Award
Dinner – hold the date
62nd Franciscan International Award Dinner
Thursday, May 5, 2022
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Gathering with Social Hour
Dinner
Presentation by Darrell Thompson and
conferral of the award following dinner

Location

The Wilds Golf Club
3151 Wilds Parkway NW
Prior Lake, MN 55372

March 23 – Treasure in the Wilderness
March 30 – Toward the Promise Land
The day begins at 9:00 with a warm
beverage and a time to chat with others.
We’ll formally start at 9:45 with prayer and a
conference. Confessions will be offered and
spiritual direction. This is followed by a prayer
experience, lunch (bring your own bag lunch
– the retreat center will provide beverages),
Stations of the Cross, and Mass. We’ll end
by 2:30. Join us for one or the whole series
of days that will help us discover Joy in the
Desert.

Just around the corner…
Women’s Weekend
February 25 – 27
Lenten Days of Prayer
March 9, 16, 23 and 30th
Married Couples Retreat
April 1-3
Women’s Palm Sunday Retreat (silent)
April 8-10
Men’s Holy Week Retreat (silent on Friday)
Thursday, April 14th – Saturday April 16th

After postponement due to the pandemic in
May of 2020 and twice in 2021 (May/November)
we are thrilled to have this elegant evening with
its storied history back on track. Minnesota nonprofit, Bolder Options, a highly effective youth
mentoring organization led by former Minnesota
Gophers and Green Bay Packers football player
Darrell Thompson will receive the award.
The Franciscan International Award Dinner
remains the Franciscan Retreat Center’s most
prominent fundraiser. It’s a great evening out,
a chance to dress up a bit, spend an evening on
the town with friends old and new—and with
Franciscan Friars, and enjoy an excellent meal
while being inspired by an uplifting speaker/
cause. So please consider attending on your own,
or as some groups do – at a table of eight.

Suggested donation:
Single $65
Two attendees $130, or (for one or two) please
consider our Sponsor level $150
Patron level $250
Benefactor level $500
Table of eight $500
Call the Franciscan Retreat Center to register for this
delightful and fulfilling event.

Updated Covid Procedures

Annual Appeal Update

While following CDC guidelines the retreat
center seems to have found an effective middle
ground in measures towards your safety while on
retreat. We are wearing masks in our common
areas and while meeting one on one with Spiritual
Directors but are not requiring masks in private
rooms or while dining. Our seven ‘virus hunting’
air purification units remain in place throughout
the retreat center as do multiple hand sanitizing
stations. Power operated door openers (easily
activated with light pressure from your forearm
if you would like) reduce the amount of touching
of common items required for movement
throughout the buildings. Our full pandemic
safety procedures are outlined on our website.
We gladly accept calls to our office with individual
queries regarding these procedures.

Our 2021 Annual Christmas Appeal for new
shower handles, vacuum cleaners, and a kitchen
repair item has raised $16,000 of the $21,000
goal thus far. These low-key items, perhaps
not exactly exciting or glorious, are prime
examples of behind the scenes maintenance
critical to creating a welcoming atmosphere and
rewarding retreat experience for readers like you.
Keeping these items working properly removes
distractions, allowing retreatants to fully enjoy/
absorb/experience retreat content during their
stay. Thank you to all donors for your support.
If you would still like to contribute to the 2021
Annual Christmas Appeal we are accepting gifts
for these specific causes until February 28th.
Thank you for your consideration and support!

New Heating System – Moving Ahead
After a long time of
discernment, the FRSC
Advisory Committee is
pursuing a process to get
a new heating system in
the retreat center. The
current boiler is 56 years old and is coming to the
end of its life span. You'll hear more about this as
things advance.
From Recent Retreatants

“The liturgies were enlightening – I have never
partook in an anointing of the sick. Felt so
blessed to have that experience and it was
timely since I injured my shoulder.”

Changes Up Front
Bob Beck, Director of Marketing
and Operations and familiar face
to visitors as they entered our
building had his request to change
to part time (and simply handle
marketing), granted. Bob is now
Kathy Dummer
officing in our lower level. We
have hired Kathy Dummer, another
soon-to-be familiar face to handle Operations
and Business Manager duties. Kathy has a rich
background in managing buildings and grounds
for nonprofits — we are delighted to have her on
board. Already we are seeing fruits of these changes
as each person can fully focus on their respective
duties at a high level. When stopping by or calling,
please be sure to give Kathy a hearty retreat
center welcome but don’t forget about Bob in the
basement — he still enjoys visitors too!

A Heartfelt Message from Our
Chef Judy Miller
"I have something important
to share with you. I've come to a
point in my life where I need to
take time for myself and my family.
And with encouragement from
my doctor, I have decided to retire
from Franciscan Retreats and
Judy Miller
Spirituality Center in mid-January.
The last eighteen years have been the most gratifying
years in my career. Please know I will miss you all."
– Judy
Judy has now retired, and we thank her for
including a huge measure of heart and soul in
each meal she served during her time as Kitchen
Manager at Franciscan Retreats.
Adjectives fail at describing the delightful dishes
and elegant touches she brought to the dining
room retreat after retreat. Her impact went way
beyond mere cooking, and her skills provided an
atmosphere of warmth and welcome, peace and
plenty to retreatants old and new. God bless her,
now and always!
If you would like to mail a note or thank you
to Judy Miller, please use our main address:
16385 Saint Francis Lane, Prior Lake, MN 55372.
She still has a mailbox here.
Current employees Donna and Jennifer have
filled in wonderfully as we continue to search for a
new Kitchen Manager. A job description for Chef/
Kitchen Manager is available on our website or by
calling 952-447-2182.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

“I enjoyed the homilies and how they
connected to the retreat theme.”

Chef/Kitchen Manager
Planning, preparing and serving meals
at Franciscan Retreat Center.

“The music was great – a bonus and added to
the experience. Beautiful – drew me into prayer.”

Please call the office at 952-447-2182
or visit our website home page for
detailed information on this position
www.franciscanretreats.net
A delectable savory treat from a recent retreat
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