Retreat Schedule

2020 FIA Appeal Update

through December 2020

2020 Theme

Fear Not: I Am With You Always
Step aside from all the challenges and uncertainties of this time for a weekend of spiritual
connection and renewal at Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in Prior Lake.
Weekend Retreats 2020
January 10–12
January 17–19
February 7–9
February 14–16
February 21–23
April 3–5
April 9–11
April 17–19
April 24–26
June 19–21
June 25–28
August 6–9
September 18–20
September 24–27
October 2–4
October 9–11
October 16–18
Oct 30–Nov 1
November 6–8
December 4–6
December 11–13

Midweek Retreats 2020

Women’s Weekend
April 21–23
Women’s Midweek
Women’s Weekend
May 12–14
Women’s Midweek
Men’s Retreat
June 9–11
Women’s Midweek
Married Couples
September 15–17
Women’s Midweek
Women’s Weekend
October 6–8
Women’s Midweek
Women’s Weekend - Palm Sunday (Silent)*
Men’s Holy Week - Good Friday (Silent)
Day of Prayer (Thursdays)
Married Couples
LENTEN
ADVENT
Women’s Weekend
March 5
December 3
Women's Serenity Retreat
March 12
December 10
Silent Retreat for Men & Women
March 19
December 17
Silent Retreat for Men & Women
March 26
Hope United Grief Retreat
Men & Women Silent Retreat
Women’s Weekend
Women’s Weekend
Men’s Silent Retreat
Friends of Francis
_________________________________
Women’s Weekend
Serenity Retreat
Call 952-447-2182
Men’s Retreat

Register for Retreats

Online www.FranciscanRetreats.net/register

*Strikethrough retreats were cancelled
due to Covid-19.

or
Complete Registration Form below

Registration Form
Retreat Dates ___________________________________________
Name ___________________________________________________

Telephone #__________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________________

State _____________

E-Mail _________________________________________________________

Zip _______________- _________________

Registration Fee $35.00*

Payment Check # ____________

Credit Card: Visa Discover MasterCard # _________-_________-__________-________ Exp. Date _______ Sec. Code ________
Signature Approval __________________________________________
Send to: Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center, 16385 Saint Francis Lane, Prior Lake, MN 55372-2220
*A non-refundable registration fee of $35.00 per person is required and must be received in order to reserve a room.
The suggested retreat offering of $190 can be paid while you are here on retreat.
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In March, our Lay Board of
Advisors wisely recommended
that we cancel the Franciscan
International Award Dinner
for 2020. While the Franciscan
International Award Dinner is a
significant fundraiser for the retreat
center, as well as a way to bring our
friends and supporters together, we
knew that the dangers of Covid-19
were far too real to risk holding
the event. These facts, coupled
with directives from the state of
Minnesota on group gatherings
indoors, made that decision a
prescient one.
We sent out an appeal to
individuals and organizations that
had purchased FIA Dinner tickets
in the past and we asked donors to
please consider making a donation
of half of what they had paid for FIA
tickets or sponsorships in the past.

Fall 2020

(At least half the cost of an individual FIA Dinner ticket covers cost of
the meal served by the Wilds Golf Club.)
The generous response of FIA Dinner participants was
overwhelming and inspiring! In previous years, we have cleared
between $11,000.00 - $12,000.00, with the FIA Dinner, this year, we
cleared nearly $11,000.00! I cannot say “Thank you!” often enough to
those who supported the Retreat Center in this manner.
God willing, the FIA Dinner will rise again on May 6, 2021, so please
mark your calendars and plan ahead.

A spiritual oasis for people of all faiths seeking a deeper relationship with the Almighty.

Waiting With Hope
by Br. Bob Roddy, OFM Conv., Director
16385 Saint Francis Lane
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372-2220
952.447.2182

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Judy’s Gems
Peach Caprese Salad
Ingredients
2 peaches
Fresh basil
8 ounces of fresh mozzarella cheese, sliced. (It looks a bit like
a white cheese log.)
1 Tablespoon olive oil
balsamic glaze (available in most grocery stores in the same
aisle as Balsamic Vinegar)
Salt and pepper
Cut peaches into even slices. If you do not buy pre-sliced
mozzarella, slice your cheese.
Assemble the peaches and mozzarella on the plate on which you
plan to serve it. Alternate a slice or two of peaches with a slice of
fresh mozzarella.
Chop up the fresh basil and sprinkle it over the peaches and mozzarella so that every bite will have some fresh basil on it.
Sprinkle the peaches and mozzarella with salt and pepper.
Drizzle the olive oil and the balsamic glaze over the peaches and mozzarella. Enjoy!

When we made the decision to close the Retreat
Center to any outside groups and to suspend our own
retreats in March, we had no idea when and how we
would re-open. We made this decision in concert
with the leadership of our Franciscan province and
the other two Retreat Centers sponsored by our
Franciscan province.
What were we to do during this time of shelterin-place? Planning for anything proved next to
impossible as the Covid-19 virus spread wildly and
unpredictably across the nation. I had visions of using
the free time to accomplish long put-off goals. (News
flash: these visions quickly became mirages.) As the
days, weeks and months wore on, all of us found
ourselves in a “new normal” that included frequent
washing of hands, the wearing of face masks and the
challenging concept of social distancing.
I often heard from retreatants through the mail
or brief encounters when I was out buying groceries,
how much they missed the opportunity to participate
in the Eucharist. This longing for the Eucharist as well
as the community of faith that gathers to celebrate
the Eucharist touched me in a profound way and
it made me pause and realize that this situation
mirrored the plight of many communities of faith in
our world who celebrate the Eucharist infrequently
because of a lack of clergy. These communities must
wait weeks, months and sometimes even years
before a priest can arrive and provide sacramental
ministry. I recall one of our missionaries to Zambia,
and another in Honduras, describing the times when
they would have to perform scores of baptisms and
confirmations as well as bless numerous marriages on
an annual pastoral visit. The faithful in these remote
communities of faith live with this reality all the time;
we have had to endure it for only a few months.
I do not wish to make light of the sense of loss that

people feel right now, nor do I
wish to shame anyone, but I think
that this moment for the Catholic
faithful in the United States puts
us in solidarity with our many
brothers and sisters who not only
endure the lack of regular Sunday
Eucharist, but manage to thrive
and to grow. The question for me arises, “How have
I grown during this time of the “new normal”? If I
listen deeply and with an open heart, what is God
calling me to do or to be during this time?
As we navigate the re-opening of our churches and
our centers of spirituality, like Franciscan Retreats
and Spirituality Center, we must embrace practices
that will alter the externals of our worship or our
retreats. In some cases, especially for retreatants and
parishioners who have underlying health issues, this
may mean foregoing an annual retreat or Sunday
Eucharist. In the case of those who feel comfortable
making a retreat during this time, it will mean the
absence of many things that make a retreat so special:
the hugs, the interaction with other retreatants, the
amazing choral singing that our Music Minister, Chris
Martin coaxes out of all of us, the animated meal
times we share in the retreat dining room, and the list
goes on. Just because many of the external practices
have to change temporarily doesn’t mean that an
overnight retreat will fail to be a time of grace and
renewal for all involved.
Our retreat theme for this year: Fear Not: I Am With
You Always, reminds us that God walks with us and
works through us during these challenging times. We
are not alone, we are never abandoned, we are bound
together in the mystery of God’s love and compassion.
May all of us continue to listen with open hearts as the
Almighty calls to us.

www.FranciscanRetreats.net
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FRANCISCAN RETREATS AND SPIRITUALITY CENTER

Comments from the June 25-28,
2020 Silent Retreat
Now that we have a ‘post-quarantine’ retreat ‘on
the books’ we thought you might like to read what
those retreatants have to say about being back on
retreat in the Covid 19 era:

Pulling Together…

Many readers recognize that Franciscan
Retreats and Spirituality Center of Prior
Lake is one of the outreach ministries of Our
Lady of Consolation Franciscan province
headquartered in Southern Indiana.
Although those ties are strong the
beauty of them was robustly brought to
the fore when it came to managing fast
changing circumstances during the height
of the Covid-19 virus quarantine. Retreat
leadership in our retreat centers in Mesilla
Park New Mexico, Prior Lake Minnesota
and the provincial headquarters in Mount
Saint Francis Indiana met over the internet
several times to share experiences, concerns
and ideas to unify our actions cohesively
throughout this challenging time.
Just about any of life‘s inevitable
challenging situations are a little less
challenging if you have a great support
network. This was certainly proven once again
as the incredible amount of life experience
inherent in our leadership was brought to
the table during these past several weeks. Feel
free to visit the websites of our other ministry
locations to keep in mind that we are part of a
bigger ministry picture that you are welcome
to gain spiritual insights from and get to know
in a ‘big picture’ sort of way.
Holy Cross Retreat Center, Mesilla Park, NM https://holycrossretreat.org/
Mount St. Francis Center for Spirituality
Province of Our Lady of Consolation,
Mount St. Francis, IN https://mountsaintfrancis.org/

Prayer Services
Very prayerful and calming. Beautiful. Special
to me, very meaningful. Grounding. I forgot how
much I missed going to daily Mass.
Liturgies
Appropriate for the theme. I especially liked
the healing liturgy and receiving the sacrament.
Thoughtful simplicity truly shows us the richness
of our faith. Excellent. Lovely – especially
appreciated the Anointing of the Sick. Relatable
and thought-provoking.
Music
Musician had a good voice and I could
understand the words. Wonderful as always. I was
glad to hum along. Great. A wonderful addition to
morning prayers and Masses. The volume is just
right and Chris has a fantastic voice.

Highlights of Our Retreat Protocols
Below are a few of the highlights of how we will
be conducting retreats for the foreseeable future:
• Retreatants and staff will be required to wear
face masks in the common areas, e.g., retreat
hallways, Library, Chapel and Lobby. Masks are
not required outdoors, as long as retreatants
observe social distancing.
• We will not be serving a light supper the first
night of an overnight retreat, nor will there a
meal following the closing Mass. All meals
will need to be boxed and retreatants will
need to eat in their bedrooms, or outside,
weather permitting.
• Because of social distancing requirements, the
Marian Lounge can only hold a maximum of 20
individuals; the Retreat Chapel can hold slightly
more than 34. This means that the maximum
number of overnight retreatants we can house
on our FRSC programs will be 27; our hosted
groups may have 29.

• Retreatants will not be sharing a bathroom with
another retreatant unless that retreatant lives in
the same household.
• Congregational singing will not be allowed, due
to the high risk of spreading the virus.
• Retreatants will be required to sign a release
form in which they acknowledge the new
protocols and agree to comply with them.
• Our housekeeping staff have familiarized and
modified their cleaning protocols. We will wait
at least 24 hours before cleaning the bedrooms,
Chapel, and common areas. Windows will be
opened in order to air out these spaces as well.
For a complete list of our revised protocols, please
consult our website: www.FranciscanRetreats.net.

Retreat Conferences
I enjoyed them. The themes were presented in
different ways. Very helpful. Exactly what I needed
to hear. Right on the spot of my life. I needed all the
conferences. Everything related to the program,
Mass and prayer. The spiritual direction was
excellent. Thought provoking. This place and the
grounds exude peace and tranquility.
What was new to you?
The Covid-19 precautions were well done and
I felt very safe. Boxed lunches, but they were
good! You did an amazing job of sanitizing,
distancing and keeping the center clean. The room
accommodations were perfect.
What will you take from the retreat?
Ways to cope with the current situation. Spiritual
direction – it allowed me to dig deeper into my life
challenges. Less fear and more trust. More merciful
God. Be not afraid, remember we are not alone.
Peace, gratitude and an appreciation for slowing
down.
I appreciated the simplicity and the views from
my room. The homemade meals were wonderful.
Thank you to all the staff.

With all that has taken place
since the onset of the Covid-19
virus our lives would hardly be
called ‘ordinary’ at this time. As
we moved into the post Pentecost
period of Ordinary Time on the
church calendar in early June,
our preaching team of Friars
and staff presenters had a little
fun with the term ‘ordinary
time’ in the title of a new series
of videos we created to help
retreatants manage fears and
anxieties during this period. Our
eight part video series Ordinary
Time in a Not So Ordinary Time
deals with the wide range of
emotions experienced during
the pandemic, providing insights
that allow people to rely on their
spirituality for support and
comfort amidst the uncertainty.
Follow the links on our website
homepage.
One hope we have for this
series is that it might also be a
new revenue source to help us
make up revenue lost during the
quarantine period. If you find
these videos beneficial, any financial gift you can offer will be very helpful and appreciated. Please
write ‘Ordinary Time’ on the memo line of your check or in the comment section of our Make a Gift
tab on the website.

New Doors Installed

Bookstore Re-Location
For numerous reasons, we have suspended operations in our Bookstore for the next few months, though
we hope to make the Bookstore available to retreatants when a reliable and safe vaccine becomes available.
With a larger community of Friars living at the Retreat House, the Friars have asked to re-claim the
Bookstore space as their Recreation Room. This space served as the Friars’ Recreation Room for close to
40 years. The Friars have re-located all of the merchandise and fixtures to the Bookstore’s new location,
which is actually the pre-2006 location, i.e., across the hallway.
There will be some differences in the new Bookstore due to the limitations of space, but we hope to make
it a helpful service to our retreatants who are searching for quality spiritual reading as well as religious gifts
for those making their First Holy Communion, Confirmation and other significant life moments.
Thank you for your understanding.

Our three new glass entry doors, door control
system and door openers are installed and ready
for your arrival! We were so blessed to have met our
goal during our 2019 Christmas Appeal that enabled
us to carry out this project. These new doors are
insulated against heat and cold, are more secure,
pleasant to look at and have improved safety features.
Adding power door openers is a huge bonus as
well. Once people start using these openers as they
arrive carrying their weekend luggage they will be
wondering how we got by without them!

…right around the corner • Extended Silent Retreat - August 6-9 • Retreat for those in Grief - September 18-20
• Women's Mid-week Retreat - September 15-17
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Video Series – Ordinary Time In a Not So Ordinary Time

www.FranciscanRetreats.net

7/21/20 11:40 AM

Retreat Schedule

2020 FIA Appeal Update

through December 2020

2020 Theme

Fear Not: I Am With You Always
Step aside from all the challenges and uncertainties of this time for a weekend of spiritual
connection and renewal at Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in Prior Lake.
Weekend Retreats 2020
January 10–12
January 17–19
February 7–9
February 14–16
February 21–23
April 3–5
April 9–11
April 17–19
April 24–26
June 19–21
June 25–28
August 6–9
September 18–20
September 24–27
October 2–4
October 9–11
October 16–18
Oct 30–Nov 1
November 6–8
December 4–6
December 11–13

Midweek Retreats 2020

Women’s Weekend
April 21–23
Women’s Midweek
Women’s Weekend
May 12–14
Women’s Midweek
Men’s Retreat
June 9–11
Women’s Midweek
Married Couples
September 15–17
Women’s Midweek
Women’s Weekend
October 6–8
Women’s Midweek
Women’s Weekend - Palm Sunday (Silent)*
Men’s Holy Week - Good Friday (Silent)
Day of Prayer (Thursdays)
Married Couples
LENTEN
ADVENT
Women’s Weekend
March 5
December 3
Women's Serenity Retreat
March 12
December 10
Silent Retreat for Men & Women
December 17
March 19
Silent Retreat for Men & Women
March 26
Hope United Grief Retreat
Men & Women Silent Retreat
Women’s Weekend
Women’s Weekend
Men’s Silent Retreat
Friends of Francis
_________________________________
Women’s Weekend
Serenity Retreat
Call 952-447-2182
Men’s Retreat

Register for Retreats

Online www.FranciscanRetreats.net/register

*Strikethrough retreats were cancelled
due to Covid-19.

or
Complete Registration Form below

Registration Form
Retreat Dates ___________________________________________
Name ___________________________________________________

Telephone #__________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________________

State _____________

E-Mail _________________________________________________________

Zip _______________- _________________

Registration Fee $35.00*

Payment Check # ____________

Credit Card: Visa Discover MasterCard # _________-_________-__________-________ Exp. Date _______ Sec. Code ________
Signature Approval __________________________________________
Send to: Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center, 16385 Saint Francis Lane, Prior Lake, MN 55372-2220
*A non-refundable registration fee of $35.00 per person is required and must be received in order to reserve a room.
The suggested retreat offering of $190 can be paid while you are here on retreat.
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In March, our Lay Board of
Advisors wisely recommended
that we cancel the Franciscan
International Award Dinner
for 2020. While the Franciscan
International Award Dinner is a
significant fundraiser for the retreat
center, as well as a way to bring our
friends and supporters together, we
knew that the dangers of Covid-19
were far too real to risk holding
the event. These facts, coupled
with directives from the state of
Minnesota on group gatherings
indoors, made that decision a
prescient one.
We sent out an appeal to
individuals and organizations that
had purchased FIA Dinner tickets
in the past and we asked donors to
please consider making a donation
of half of what they had paid for FIA
tickets or sponsorships in the past.

Fall 2020

(At least half the cost of an individual FIA Dinner ticket covers cost of
the meal served by the Wilds Golf Club.)
The generous response of FIA Dinner participants was
overwhelming and inspiring! In previous years, we have cleared
between $11,000.00 - $12,000.00, with the FIA Dinner, this year, we
cleared nearly $11,000.00! I cannot say “Thank you!” often enough to
those who supported the Retreat Center in this manner.
God willing, the FIA Dinner will rise again on May 6, 2021, so please
mark your calendars and plan ahead.

A spiritual oasis for people of all faiths seeking a deeper relationship with the Almighty.

Waiting With Hope
by Br. Bob Roddy, OFM Conv., Director
16385 Saint Francis Lane
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372-2220
952.447.2182

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Judy’s Gems
Peach Caprese Salad
Ingredients
2 peaches
Fresh basil
8 ounces of fresh mozzarella cheese, sliced. (It looks a bit like
a white cheese log.)
1 Tablespoon olive oil
balsamic glaze (available in most grocery stores in the same
aisle as Balsamic Vinegar)
Salt and pepper
Cut peaches into even slices. If you do not buy pre-sliced
mozzarella, slice your cheese.
Assemble the peaches and mozzarella on the plate on which you
plan to serve it. Alternate a slice or two of peaches with a slice of
fresh mozzarella.
Chop up the fresh basil and sprinkle it over the peaches and mozzarella so that every bite will have some fresh basil on it.
Sprinkle the peaches and mozzarella with salt and pepper.
Drizzle the olive oil and the balsamic glaze over the peaches and mozzarella. Enjoy!

When we made the decision to close the Retreat
Center to any outside groups and to suspend our own
retreats in March, we had no idea when and how we
would re-open. We made this decision in concert
with the leadership of our Franciscan province and
the other two Retreat Centers sponsored by our
Franciscan province.
What were we to do during this time of shelterin-place? Planning for anything proved next to
impossible as the Covid-19 virus spread wildly and
unpredictably across the nation. I had visions of using
the free time to accomplish long put-off goals. (News
flash: these visions quickly became mirages.) As the
days, weeks and months wore on, all of us found
ourselves in a “new normal” that included frequent
washing of hands, the wearing of face masks and the
challenging concept of social distancing.
I often heard from retreatants through the mail
or brief encounters when I was out buying groceries,
how much they missed the opportunity to participate
in the Eucharist. This longing for the Eucharist as well
as the community of faith that gathers to celebrate
the Eucharist touched me in a profound way and
it made me pause and realize that this situation
mirrored the plight of many communities of faith in
our world who celebrate the Eucharist infrequently
because of a lack of clergy. These communities must
wait weeks, months and sometimes even years
before a priest can arrive and provide sacramental
ministry. I recall one of our missionaries to Zambia,
and another in Honduras, describing the times when
they would have to perform scores of baptisms and
confirmations as well as bless numerous marriages on
an annual pastoral visit. The faithful in these remote
communities of faith live with this reality all the time;
we have had to endure it for only a few months.
I do not wish to make light of the sense of loss that

people feel right now, nor do I
wish to shame anyone, but I think
that this moment for the Catholic
faithful in the United States puts
us in solidarity with our many
brothers and sisters who not only
endure the lack of regular Sunday
Eucharist, but manage to thrive
and to grow. The question for me arises, “How have
I grown during this time of the “new normal”? If I
listen deeply and with an open heart, what is God
calling me to do or to be during this time?
As we navigate the re-opening of our churches and
our centers of spirituality, like Franciscan Retreats
and Spirituality Center, we must embrace practices
that will alter the externals of our worship or our
retreats. In some cases, especially for retreatants and
parishioners who have underlying health issues, this
may mean foregoing an annual retreat or Sunday
Eucharist. In the case of those who feel comfortable
making a retreat during this time, it will mean the
absence of many things that make a retreat so special:
the hugs, the interaction with other retreatants, the
amazing choral singing that our Music Minister, Chris
Martin coaxes out of all of us, the animated meal
times we share in the retreat dining room, and the list
goes on. Just because many of the external practices
have to change temporarily doesn’t mean that an
overnight retreat will fail to be a time of grace and
renewal for all involved.
Our retreat theme for this year: Fear Not: I Am With
You Always, reminds us that God walks with us and
works through us during these challenging times. We
are not alone, we are never abandoned, we are bound
together in the mystery of God’s love and compassion.
May all of us continue to listen with open hearts as the
Almighty calls to us.
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7/21/20 11:40 AM

Retreat Schedule

2020 FIA Appeal Update

through December 2020

2020 Theme

Fear Not: I Am With You Always
Step aside from all the challenges and uncertainties of this time for a weekend of spiritual
connection and renewal at Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in Prior Lake.
Weekend Retreats 2020
January 10–12
January 17–19
February 7–9
February 14–16
February 21–23
April 3–5
April 9–11
April 17–19
April 24–26
June 19–21
June 25–28
August 6–9
September 18–20
September 24–27
October 2–4
October 9–11
October 16–18
Oct 30–Nov 1
November 6–8
December 4–6
December 11–13

Midweek Retreats 2020

Women’s Weekend
April 21–23
Women’s Midweek
Women’s Weekend
May 12–14
Women’s Midweek
Men’s Retreat
June 9–11
Women’s Midweek
Married Couples
September 15–17
Women’s Midweek
Women’s Weekend
October 6–8
Women’s Midweek
Women’s Weekend - Palm Sunday (Silent)*
Men’s Holy Week - Good Friday (Silent)
Day of Prayer (Thursdays)
Married Couples
LENTEN
ADVENT
Women’s Weekend
March 5
December 3
Women's Serenity Retreat
March 12
December 10
Silent Retreat for Men & Women
March 19
December 17
Silent Retreat for Men & Women
March 26
Hope United Grief Retreat
Men & Women Silent Retreat
Women’s Weekend
Women’s Weekend
Men’s Silent Retreat
Friends of Francis
_________________________________
Women’s Weekend
Serenity Retreat
Call 952-447-2182
Men’s Retreat

Register for Retreats

Online www.FranciscanRetreats.net/register

*Strikethrough retreats were cancelled
due to Covid-19.

or
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State _____________
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In March, our Lay Board of
Advisors wisely recommended
that we cancel the Franciscan
International Award Dinner
for 2020. While the Franciscan
International Award Dinner is a
significant fundraiser for the retreat
center, as well as a way to bring our
friends and supporters together, we
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the event. These facts, coupled
with directives from the state of
Minnesota on group gatherings
indoors, made that decision a
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please consider making a donation
of half of what they had paid for FIA
tickets or sponsorships in the past.
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(At least half the cost of an individual FIA Dinner ticket covers cost of
the meal served by the Wilds Golf Club.)
The generous response of FIA Dinner participants was
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between $11,000.00 - $12,000.00, with the FIA Dinner, this year, we
cleared nearly $11,000.00! I cannot say “Thank you!” often enough to
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When we made the decision to close the Retreat
Center to any outside groups and to suspend our own
retreats in March, we had no idea when and how we
would re-open. We made this decision in concert
with the leadership of our Franciscan province and
the other two Retreat Centers sponsored by our
Franciscan province.
What were we to do during this time of shelterin-place? Planning for anything proved next to
impossible as the Covid-19 virus spread wildly and
unpredictably across the nation. I had visions of using
the free time to accomplish long put-off goals. (News
flash: these visions quickly became mirages.) As the
days, weeks and months wore on, all of us found
ourselves in a “new normal” that included frequent
washing of hands, the wearing of face masks and the
challenging concept of social distancing.
I often heard from retreatants through the mail
or brief encounters when I was out buying groceries,
how much they missed the opportunity to participate
in the Eucharist. This longing for the Eucharist as well
as the community of faith that gathers to celebrate
the Eucharist touched me in a profound way and
it made me pause and realize that this situation
mirrored the plight of many communities of faith in
our world who celebrate the Eucharist infrequently
because of a lack of clergy. These communities must
wait weeks, months and sometimes even years
before a priest can arrive and provide sacramental
ministry. I recall one of our missionaries to Zambia,
and another in Honduras, describing the times when
they would have to perform scores of baptisms and
confirmations as well as bless numerous marriages on
an annual pastoral visit. The faithful in these remote
communities of faith live with this reality all the time;
we have had to endure it for only a few months.
I do not wish to make light of the sense of loss that

people feel right now, nor do I
wish to shame anyone, but I think
that this moment for the Catholic
faithful in the United States puts
us in solidarity with our many
brothers and sisters who not only
endure the lack of regular Sunday
Eucharist, but manage to thrive
and to grow. The question for me arises, “How have
I grown during this time of the “new normal”? If I
listen deeply and with an open heart, what is God
calling me to do or to be during this time?
As we navigate the re-opening of our churches and
our centers of spirituality, like Franciscan Retreats
and Spirituality Center, we must embrace practices
that will alter the externals of our worship or our
retreats. In some cases, especially for retreatants and
parishioners who have underlying health issues, this
may mean foregoing an annual retreat or Sunday
Eucharist. In the case of those who feel comfortable
making a retreat during this time, it will mean the
absence of many things that make a retreat so special:
the hugs, the interaction with other retreatants, the
amazing choral singing that our Music Minister, Chris
Martin coaxes out of all of us, the animated meal
times we share in the retreat dining room, and the list
goes on. Just because many of the external practices
have to change temporarily doesn’t mean that an
overnight retreat will fail to be a time of grace and
renewal for all involved.
Our retreat theme for this year: Fear Not: I Am With
You Always, reminds us that God walks with us and
works through us during these challenging times. We
are not alone, we are never abandoned, we are bound
together in the mystery of God’s love and compassion.
May all of us continue to listen with open hearts as the
Almighty calls to us.
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